Creative Arts Educ Ther (2018) 4(1):1-2 DOI: 10.15212/CAET/2018/4/1

Foreword

i

S

The 5™ issue of CAET brings you a selection of exciting articles and stunning art works.
The special section on Outsider Art in China is introduced by Shaun McNiff and features
an interview with Guo Haiping who is the pioneer and leading figure of such work in
China. The dialogue with Chen Shushan explores how art is perceived and utilized in a
society which is developing at speed, yet remains intertwined with ancient traditions and
the open spirit of the present. Professor Daniel Wojcik, author of Qutsider Art: Visionary
Worlds and Trauma, responds to the work of Guo Haiping in an interview with Shaun
McNiff and explores “grassroots™ artistic expression and its healing qualities. Both
interviews present extraordinary art works in vivid color. As McNiff mentions in his
introductory article, Creating Lives through Art, both Guo Haiping and Daniel Wojcik
suggest how artistic expression can be a manifestation of nature’s healing powers as
emphasized by classical Chinese thought and traditions. We need to call back this way
of healing for individuals, communities and society. I see great value in building up a
mutual dialogue between the artists and scholars from the West and East — which is the
mission of CAET journal.

The article from Steve Harvey — Physical Conversations between the East and West:
An Arts Based Inquiry into the Cross Cultural Emotional Climate during a Time of
Political Tensions — offers a human-centered approach to facilitating a sense of both
understanding and respect across culture and borders. In our ever-evolving human
civilization, we tend to lose our connection to our body as well as our authentic feelings —
both of which can be explored deeply through art.

Robert Landy, Professor Emeritus at New York University, shares photography from
his experiences in China. We can feel the same passion in his photos as we recognize in
his feelings for drama therapy. Masters, like Landy, is able to integrate different forms
of art within his work as well as drawing on various perspectives gained from different
cultures.

There are two other exciting new developments with CAET. Our new website for the
journal is about to be launched — offering open access to all the articles published. The new
blog section brings access to different opinions worldwide. Both our editorial board
members and authors are listed on the website — showing our appreciation for their
contributions to our journal. The new CAET webinar series consists of 37 sessions presented
by over 40 colleagues from across the world. It will begin at the end of this year and run
through 2020, making it the biggest webinar series of this kind. We hope the journal and
webinar series will create a synergy to advance creative arts education and therapy.

We are building a world community where we can share our knowledge and passion
for art and our compassion for all human beings. Feel welcome to join this community
and contribute to its growth.

Tony Yu Zhou, PhD, CMA
Inspirees Institute, China
August 25, 2018
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